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is a history of ‘migrations. This
bald fact is hard to- appreciate from. the
perspective of one’s own:life. When pro-
]ected to a larger screen, however, its ba-
src truth becomes transparent.
Homo-erectus- wandered ‘'out of Afn- ]
‘ca, the ancestors of-Native ; Americahs :
moved out-of Asia, and Anglo-Saxons’
shipped out from Europe. The formation |
of the United States was one of many
fruits of the migratory 1mpulse The con-.
sequence of mrgratlon is-a coristant',
groupmg and regrouping of. humah be-~
ings.. Sometimes groups blend togetheriy
or. a_stronger. one assimilates a. weaker;,
one, and sometimes groups spht up and
diversify. o
Social evolution is as dynanuc asblo- ,
logical evolution. Many believe, howev-
er, that their own migration -or that.of;
their forebears was the last one, marking-.:
the end of history. The occupied territory,
then becomes an endowed part. of ﬁth_e
self. Meanwhile, however, human mi-;,
gration continues. Other folks are on the,
move, pressing into the same temtory.
into the country, then mto the

6hborhood
Perceptions differ, of course. One’s

own migration is the search for a desti-
ny, the quest for the promlsed land, but
the other’s migration is an incursion, a

threat, an act of war. The history of the
United States, as well as that of many
other countries, is littered with acts of .
aggression against “the others.” The

}

treatment of outsiders has ranged from

disdain and discrimination to enslave:
ment and genocide. ¥
While the United States was expand-’

ing, this aggression was not only direct-

ed at incoming migrations but also- at
conquered populations. Today,: the .ag-
gressive themes focus again on immigra-
tion. The influx from Europe contiriues,
albeit at a slower pace and from different
countries.  Ethnically transformed, Na-
tive Americans are returning as part of
the Hispanic migration. Africans are en-
tering too, not as slaves this time, bdt be-
cause they want to. It has always been
an illusion to believe that a certain slice
. of land belongs to a certain group of: peo-
ple. Traditionally, this illusion has bred-
racism. It still does, but sometimes in the
" new guise of defending culture.

UMANS MOVE, wander, and re:*®
locate. The history of humanity A

!_-tion, America is commiting cultural sui- -

i Mr

o 4thls contradxcuon is to. cla1m that the;m_ .
fv,‘_‘)(lltural achievements. of ;. other - groups -

i were the achrevements of the ancients;
and that today’s, ‘groups ; are burdened
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In a column entltled “On immigra-

TherefOre, says Boyd they aré unde-

cide” (Commentary May 12), Jean Boyd“
“-sirable. Chances are, however, that ‘what‘ »

s 3 -..
supenortoall others ‘The-minor premxse ‘ days lmrmgrants “The’ democratrcally
is that WC and other" civilizatioiis riinif | minded flee totalitarian fegimes.” This kN
‘the hearts: Of people and do not change " makes them exemplary Amencans The .
‘across _ generations. The conclusion 48| forces of ‘agsimilation mpe aWay many .
that .immigration from so-called lesser.{ 'of: their _distinguishing * characteristics ..
ClVthathnS threatens the ‘survival Of \Nlthln three generatlons " o
WC in the United States. From this, it" ‘ o
‘This makes them average Amen-

follows that immigration should be tlght%ﬁ cané; But assimilation is rarely pértect, It

ly and selectively regulated RS
This. line-of thought is a stark re-x it .were, the-United States today would
minder. that rational reasoning need not | :be.a copy of England. Immigration'trans-
~forms. Social evolution suggests that in-

be good reasoning. The conclusions can
- another 100 years, the United States will

be disastrous if the:premises are false,% ,
immoral, or: srmply unprovable: The idea!] have a different démographic profile. To-
‘day’s majority may well be tomorrow’s . -

that: WC is superior may be valid in peo-*
ple’s. ‘Thearts, but it does not have a firmg minority ... and. so, what? .Plus ca :
factual basis. Anthropologists describe; change, plusc est la meme chose.
and explain cultures, but, Plato.notwith-y,
standing, they do not rank them accord-
ing to goodness. > 3‘
If a child claims that “my toy is more‘ '
fun than your toy,” a parent might seek.,
to understand the child’s feelings, but it ,‘
would be pomtless to try to determine
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.| which toy is truly and mherently more

fun. WC, like any culture, is a'complex - ‘
creature. It produced not only William |
Shakespeare and Thomas Jefferson, but |
also- Adolf Hitler and Larry ’Fl'ynt Anyt

attempt to-attach an overall evaluatlon to
a culture is hopelessly arbitrary, because
it depends entirely on which of its char—
acteristics one chooses to look at. . o
. And what is WC anyway" Like any
culture, it is a set of 1deas, customs. and’
artifacts. It is not a group of people. Ini
minds like Boyd’s, however, WC ; appears
to be a substitute for race and rehgloh
And why should one credit Christian
Caucasians as the standard bearers of ‘|
WC? Isn’t it true that WC owes much of
its. distinguishing features to Greek phi-
losophy, Italian art, Jewish theology and
Arabic mathematics? Isn’t it also true
that the North American incarnation of
WC is uniquely characterized by several
non-Western features such as native |
foods-(corn, chocolate, potatoes) and Af—
rican music (jazz, blues)? .
Without these elements, there'is no
- American Civilization as we know it. It |
is contradictory to appropriate the !
achievements of other groups as the
marks of one’s own culture, but to reject .
members of these same groups as sus-
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- pect and undesirable. One maneuver out



